Travel

Destination West Orange
A great place to visit, shop, stay, & explore

Robert D. Parisi, Mayor, West Orange

C

atch the Energy in West Orange! The Watchung Mountain ridges and Manhattan skyline are
backdrops for our Essex County enclave, where 48,000 people live within the 12.5 square miles
that make up this historic suburb, also home to five-star golf courses, 12 beautiful public parks,
an outdoor amphitheater, a dine-in multi-screen movie theater, a state-of-the-art public recreation
center, a waterfront recreation complex, a zoo, and a skating arena.
With restrictions from the pandemic lifting, our amazing
community has come back to life with continued growth and
prosperity always on the horizon. As I look around and see all
that West Orange now offers our residents and business owners,
I’m also looking ahead toward the opportunity that the future
of West Orange, with new residential development and
business opportunities, will bring to new visitors, community
members and entrepreneurs.
If you’re looking for a one-stop destination for a family
getaway, a honeymoon or daytrip, we truly have something for
everyone. For information on any of these attractions,
visit www.WestOrange.org.

Mountain Recreation Complex. The ice-skating arena is
open to the public for skating, group skating lessons, private
ice-skating lessons, and birthday parties. For more information,
call 973-731-3828, extension 0.

Downtown West Orange

Oskar Schindler Performing Arts Center
(OSPAC)

Downtown West Orange’s Main Street Corridor features
four vibrant commercial districts in four neighborhoods: Eagle
Rock, Tory Corner, St. Marks, and the Valley. While strolling
the districts visitors receive a warm welcome from the momand-pop shops here, there are designer stores, boutiques,
bakeries, salons, professional services, and plenty of dining
options. Call 973-325-4109 for more information.

Essex County Codey Arena

The Essex County Codey Arena offers a state-of-the-art ice
skating and hockey arena. The arena is as part of the South
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Luna Stage

Luna Stage is a hub for entertainment and culture in the
region, producing vibrant plays about local and global
experiences. Luna Stage has contributed to the development
of over 100 new works, with world premieres having gone on
to be produced in New York and across the country, earning
the theatre a reputation for artistic excellence.

OSPAC is a beautiful, five-acre outdoor theater located
on the first mountain at the Crystal Lake Park Facility and
features live performances. The facility features an open-air
amphitheater where guests can bring lawn chairs to listen to
music and outdoor theater productions.

Rock Spring Golf Club

Rock Spring Golf Club at West Orange, with its New York
City skyline views, is one of only two public golf courses in
the United States designed by legendary architect Seth Raynor.

Destination West Orange

Rock Spring’s 6,600-yard par-71 course
sits on a rolling, tree-lined site and
features truly unique and creative green
complexes. After 18 holes, players can
grab lunch or dinner at the beautiful
Club House overlooking Cable Lake.
For more information, call 973-731-6464.

South Mountain
Reservation Complex

The South Mountain Reservation,
the largest parkland in Essex County
covering 2,110 acres, is a beautiful
nature reserve. The park stretches across
neighboring towns, extending between
the ridges of the Watchung Mountains.
It is home to the Washington Rock
Lookout Historic Site and boasts 10
picnic areas,19 miles of hiking and
walking trails, 27 miles of carriage roads
for jogging, horseback riding, and
cross-country skiing, a fishing pond,
waterfalls, paddle boats, Regatta
Playground and more.

1,400 animals. Exhibits include an
African Adventure, Sea Turtle Rehabilitation Center, Sea Lion Sound, Wolf
Woods, Tropical Currents Aquarium,
American Alligator, Great Plains, Reptile
House, River Otters, Black Bear Exhibit,
Big Cat Country, a Touch Tank and
Behind the Scenes Tours, a Zoo Train,
Savanna Café, Pony Rides, Mini Golf
Safari, Carousel, and McLoone’s Boathouse Restaurant add to the variety of
family fun options. Next door is the
Tree-Top Adventure Course, a worldclass aerial obstacle course. Adult
Courses (approx. 35 ft. in height) offer
30 unique challenge elements with an
average run time of 1 to 1.5 hours. For
more information, call 973-731-5800.

Wedding Capital
of New Jersey

With nine popular five-star, iconic
catering facilities, as well as several
catering companies and wedding-related
retailers, West Orange has established
its place at the Wedding Capital of
New Jersey. The ideal destination for
weddings of all shapes and sizes. Couples
are invited to discover their dream
wedding venue, whether it’s a scenic
golf club, upscale hotel, rustic farm, or
historic manor.
West Orange is easily accessible via

car, bus, train, or jitney. Community
Coach runs express buses to the Port
Authority Bus Terminal on weekday
mornings and evening rush hours. West
Orange also operates free jitney lines to
South Orange, Orange, and Mountain
stations New Jersey Transit’s Midtown
Direct Line. There are morning jitney
rides from the Gregory, Hutton Park,
St. Cloud, Mt. Pleasant, BelAir, Eagle
Ridge, Essex Green Villas, and Valley
neighborhoods and from South Orange
and Orange train stations in the evening.
Four municipal parking lots and on
street parking provide quick access to
most downtown businesses.
Four hotels offer luxurious, yet
affordable lodging: Residence Inn–
West Orange, Courtyard Marriott,
The Wilshire Grand Hotel, and Cambria
Hotel of West Orange.
Variety, convenience, and friendly
smiles are all components that make
the West Orange community the place
to visit and keep coming back. I’d like
to thank our residents, business owners
and visitors for all that they’ve done to
keep West Orange safe over the recent
months—it has been a challenging time
for all of us, and I am grateful for those
who supported our efforts to protect
everyone and keep our business and
residential communities thriving. e

Thomas Edison
National Historical Park

Thomas Edison hails from West
Orange, and visitors are encouraged to
explore how Edison’s inventions helped
shape modern America at the park,
where Edison’s home and laboratory are
beautifully preserved. The laboratory
complex comprises the industrial facility
built by Edison in 1887 to research and
develop his inventions that changed our
world forever. Tickets and Admission
information. For more information call
973-736-0550, extension 11.

Turtleback Zoo &
Tree-Top Adventure Course

The popular Turtleback Zoo features
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